Objective: Our study aims at reviewing the demographic characteristics of Syrian patients who presented to a state hospital in Sanliurfa, where the largest immigrant camp is located, and subsequently died.
Introduction
In Syria, with a population of about 20 million before the civil war, about 13.5 million people need emergency humanitarian aid today. Since the beginning of the conflict, about 7. No study examining the reasons of death of Syrians living in the Republic of Turkey has been found in the literature; thus, our study aims at reviewing the demographic characteristics of patients who died at Sanliurfa State Hospital.
Material and Methods
In our study, Syrian patients admitted to Sanliurfa state hospital who had died between 2011 and 2015 were subjected to retrospective analysis. The study protocol was approved by the local ethics committee and permission was obtained from the hospital management board. Patient data was collected from the recorded patient files using the hospital information system. All patients who had died in the emergency unit of the hospital or while being treated in the clinic or intensive care unit were screened for eligibility. Patients' age, gender, trauma status, reasons of death, and place of death (inside or outside the hospital) were examined in detail.
Statistical Analyses
Descriptive statistics were presented as frequency (percentage) for categorical variables, whereas numerical data were presented as mean ± SD and 95% confidence interval (CI) for normally distributed data. Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to assess the normal distribution of the data. The One-Way Anova test and Student's t-test were used for the comparison of groups. Statistical analyses were performed using SPSS 15.0 (SPSS Inc. Chicago, IL), and p<0.05 was considered statistically significant.
Results
The study included a total of 1866 Syrians who had presented Patients' demographic data and cause of death are shown in Table 1 . The most frequent fatal diseases were cardiopulmonary arrest, cerebrovascular diseases, and respiratory failure. The diseases causing death are listed in Table 2 .
Mean age was 66.5 ± 19.3 years (95% CI 65.6 -67.5) in the nontraumatic group and 32.5 ± 23.1 years (95% CI 29.9 -35.1) in the traumatic group and there was a significant difference between groups with regard to age (p<0.001).
Comparing the patients by reasons of their death, while the groups varied depending on age, gender and trauma status (p<0.001, p=0.047, p<0.001), no difference was found between the groups according to presence of a firearm injury (p=0.290). Considering the clinics where the patients died, in our study, the adult intensive care unit ranked first with 954 (51.5%) cases and emergency unit ranked the second with 677 (36.3%) cases. In the study by Butun et al. (7), the clinic where the largest number of patients died was the central intensive care unit with 17.3% and the second was the internal medicine clinic. In a similar study (4) , the intensive care unit had the most frequent death cases with 31.2%. The results of our study are consistent with the literature.
According to a study by Olsson et al. (9) with a large number of cases, the mean age of emergency service admissions was 61.9 ± 20.7 years, and in a study on trauma patients by 
Conclusion
There is no significant difference between in-hospital deaths and emergency service deaths of traumatic Syrian patients.
Mortality rates can be reduced by early intervention at the scene and fast transfer to hospital. For further research, multicenter broad-participation observational studies are needed.
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